
 
May 17, 2005 
 
Inquiry:  I have been told that respiratory therapists in California are not allowed to do pain 

assessment on patients.  Do you know if this is true? 
 
Response: Thank you for your inquiry. The board has the following opinion: 
 

The scope of practice for a licensed respiratory care practitioner includes the ability to 
administer conscious sedation to patients. Safe administration of this practice would 
include a complete assessment of the patient before, during and after the procedure for 
appropriate clinical signs and symptoms, including pain. 
 
Thank you for your inquiry.  Should you have additional questions, please do not hesitate 
to contact the Executive Officer of the Respiratory Care Board. 
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This determination does not constitute a declaratory decision under the comprehensive provisions of the 
Government Code sections 11465.10 – 11465.70. 
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